Exploring Mark Making and Composition
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Step 1: Create a series of marks using a brush and watercolor. Marks may go off the page and be only 3-4 different colors. Nothing darker than a mid-tone. What is a mid-tone? Look at a value scale and determine the shade in the middle. Not too dark and not too light. Notice how you will want it to be transparent so that it does not over power your design.
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Step 2: While your mark making portion is drying begin arranging your Still Life Observation.

First practice a composition rough draft. Choose 3-5 object to draw using hierarchy of Space. (Foreground, middle ground, background) Draw ONLY using Contour Lines. Select your shading textures carefully after your composition is ready. Draw first with pencil and then with ink. 
Move around the room and draw different objects overlapping them in their Space. 
Step 3: Determine your shading textures and begin them with pencil. Once you are fully confident then begin with ink pens that I have provided. See examples

Materials: watercolor, bristle board, brush, water cup, paper towel, pencil and ink pens

Objectives: students will sharpen observation drawing skills, students will improve ink texture shading techniques, students will improve composition design skills, and students will explore mark making

	
	Mastery
	Proficient
	Basic 
	Below Basic

	Mark making
	A variety of 75 or more marks at a precise mid-tone in 3-4 colors. Mark Placement is well balanced, some travel off the page and creates a rhythm in the background.
	About 75 marks used and most all are a precise mid-tone. Some variety and rhythm is present. Overall well balanced
	Many marks are darker than a mid-tone and there is not much variety. Marks are not placed using visual weight and design lacks balance.
	Very few marks were used. No marks travel off of the page. Most marks are too dark. Too many colors used and design has no presence of balance or rhythm. 

	Composition
	Composition gives a precise illusion of space with great use of hierarchy and overlapping. 
	Composition gives the illusion of space with good use of hierarchy and overlapping.
	Composition is flat and some objects are not overlapping. 
	Composition is flat. Objects are not overlapping. No illusion of space is present. 

	Ink textures
	A variety of Ink textures were used and values are precise with smooth value transitions emphasizing the Form of the object. 
	A few Ink textures were used and values have smooth value transitions.
	Ink textures have inconsistent values that do not define the form of the objects.
	Ink textures do not transition from dark to light. Objects are flat and lack dimension.


